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ensuring that women have secure rights to their land isn’t just a good 
idea — it is essential to addressing poverty and hunger around the world.

When women have legal control over  
their land, they can become investors  
in their family’s future and can ensure  
that their children’s needs are met.
When women have secure rights to land:
•  Family nutrition and health improve
•  Women are less likely to contract and 

spread HIV/AIDS and are better able to 
cope with the consequences of AIDS

•  Women are less likely to be victims of 
domestic violence

•  Children are more likely to get an 
education and stay in school longer

•  Women may have better access to 
micro-credit

In short, investing in a woman’s land rights 
creates an extraordinary ripple effect that 
spreads to her family, village, and beyond.

However, in much of the world, while 
women shoulder the burden of food 
production – women produce half of the 
food in the developing world – they often 
don’t have secure rights to the land they 
farm. Although they till the fields, they are 
often barred from inheriting or owning 
those fields. This puts them  
at risk for losing that land if they lose their 
husband, father, or brother because of 
illness, violence, or migration. And losing 
the land often means losing their source  
of food, income, and shelter.
Landesa is working across the world to 
ensure that women and the children they 
support have secure land rights, which 
provide opportunity and stability. We 
recognize that this work involves not only 
laws, but also traditions and customs. We 
know that women’s land rights have to  
be both legally and socially enforceable  
to be effective. 

 “I draw strength 
from the  
land I own.”
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the landeSa center For Women’S 
land rightS

To address these challenges, unite the 
global community in support of women’s 
land rights, and maximize the impact  
of land to the tiller programs, Landesa 
launched the Landesa Center for Women’s 
Land Rights in 2009. The Landesa Center 
for Women’s Land Rights provides 
resources and training that connects policy- 
makers, researchers, and practitioners from 
around the world. We pilot innovative 
solutions to help women secure land and 
educate development experts about the gap 
between customary and institutional law.
 
current initiativeS

in india  
The Landesa Center for Women’s Land 
Rights is partnering with state governments 
and local NGOs to help poor women in 
four states (Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Odisha, and West Bengal).
•  in andhra pradesh: We advise the state  

as it develops new policies that allow 
poor women to lease farmland. We are 
also working to ensure that women can 
access land-related legal aid programs.

•  in karnataka: We work with the state to 
provide micro-plots to landless families 
and include women’s names on land titles.

•  in odisha: We are helping to create a 
local center for women’s land rights.

•  in West bengal: We help landless  
families with daughters gain access  
to land to reduce the risk of early 
marriage and trafficking.

in china 
With the help of partners, the Landesa 
Center for Women’s Land Rights is advising 
on a nationwide survey to learn how current 
land laws are affecting women’s land rights.
in uganda 
We help local NGOs resettle and econom-
ically empower women displaced by war.
global Fellowship program 
We provide training and encourage lawyers 
and other professionals from around  
the world to pursue a career in women’s  
land rights.
e-library on Women’s property rights  
We are building a database of formal laws 
related to women’s land rights from every 
country in the world. The database will also 
include research on customary law related  
to women’s land rights. This helps legal 
practitioners and women’s advocates create 
more effective and suitable programming.

landeSa hiStory

grounded in the knowledge that having legal rights to land is the foundation for prosperity  
and opportunity, landesa partners with governments and local organizations to ensure 
that the world’s poorest families have secure rights over the land they till. Founded as the 
rural development institute in 1967, landesa has helped more than 100 million families 
gain legal control over their land, unlocking sustainable economic growth and advancing 
education, nutrition, and conservation efforts.

For inquiries: inquiries@womenandland.org

 “Today we are 
landowners,  
we live with 
dignity.”

www.landesa.org


