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Supplemental Resource 
Site-Specific Questionnaire
How to Use this Questionnaire
This questionnaire is an accompanying resource to the Model Guidebook for Government Phase 2, Task 1, Step 6. 
Use this questionnaire alongside the guidebook to support due diligence on potential investment sites. 
View this questionnaire as a guide and not a definitive list. Depending on the national land governance framework, not all of these questions may be relevant or an important question may be missing. Adapt these questions to different audiences, adjusting for tone and subject matter accordingly. Ask these questions of a variety of stakeholders to corroborate information and address gaps. Use these questions when:
· Initiating conversation with government body responsible for land governance
· Corroborating information with civil society or expert consultation
· Speaking with local government
· Meeting with community leadership
· Engaging community members
The focus of this questionnaire is specific to land governance questions and should not be viewed as exhaustive. Rather, these questions related to lands and livelihoods should complement the company’s due diligence into other investment-related thematic areas, such as the natural environment, existing infrastructure and supply chains. 



Questionnaire
Identify site’s land status. 
· Who is the current owner(s) of the land of investment interest?
· What are the past and present uses of the land? Ask respondents to think broadly of use, including if the land is used for resource collection (gathering wood, water, herbs for medicinal purposes, fruits and nuts).
· Has the land been expropriated by the government for the investment, or will it be expropriated by the government for the investment?
· Has the land been previously leased or owned by another company? 
· If the land was already acquired (such as by a prior company or the government), was a mapping conducted to capture the spectrum of land rights of all land owners and land users, including statutory, customary, seasonal, secondary, overlapping and other use rights?
· If the land was already acquired (such as by a prior company or the government), was an assessment on the impact to legitimate land rights, including socially recognized informal rights, such as the rights of women, youth and/or vulnerable groups conducted? Was a plan to mitigate or avoid negative impacts prepared? Is that information available? 
· If the land was already acquired (such as by a prior company or the government), did those whose legitimate land rights were affected receive prompt compensation? If so, was compensation fair and based on appropriate valuation of lost market and non-market values (such as foregone livelihoods)?
· If the land was already acquired (such as by a prior company), is there documentation that verifies their rights to the land?
· If the land was already acquired (such as by a prior company), did the contract signatories have the authority to agree to the land acquisition or land use change under both formal law and customary rules?


Understand the local land tenure system, uses and livelihood activities at the investment site.
· Is land in this area governed by formal or customary law? If customary, what practices govern land ownership, management, access and inheritance? Are women permitted by custom to own and control land?
· Is the land in question or nearby landholdings held individually or communally?
· Are land rights in the area documented or recorded in any way (e.g. lease, title, other)?
· Do these documents provide for shared or joint rights to be documented?
· Do these records document statutory, customary and secondary rights?
· Do community members and government have access to these records?
· Are there legal, administrative, or customary authorities who act as guarantors of land rights and/or collective management rules?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What institutions/bodies are responsible for: land allocation, land use, land mapping, land rights formalization and dispute resolution?
· What are the most common land uses in the area?
· Do women tend to use land the same way as men? Do women share the same rights as men when it comes to land?
Understand past, current or potential land and resource issues and conflicts in the area.
· Is land in the area under consideration readily available, if desired?
· How frequent and severe are land disputes? 
· What types of disputes are most prevalent (e.g. conflicts within the household, with another community/clan, boundary disputes with neighbors, between locals and migrants, with large producers/companies, etc.)?
· What institutions are responsible for dispute resolution? How effective, accessible and legitimate are these bodies?

Determine site-specific social demographics. 
· What are the customary, traditional and/or religious practices of the community? How does this shape how the community should be approached?
· What is the appropriate local language in which to communicate?
· What is the economic situation of the community (e.g. relative wellbeing, major revenue sources, income inequality)?
· Who stands to gain or lose due to this investment? Will customary leaders be able to capture benefits to the detriment of other community members? Are there any groups particularly vulnerable within this community (e.g., women, youth, minorities, migrants)?
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