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Supplemental Resource 
Documenting Boundaries 
How to Use this Resource
[bookmark: _Hlk514668678]Phase 1, Task 2, Step 4 of the Model Guidebook for Communities discusses how a community can conduct initial due diligence to support responsible investment. This resource provides more detailed steps on how to document the results of the community’s mapping and boundary harmonization efforts.[endnoteRef:1] After boundaries are harmonized and conflicts resolved, it is necessary to create as many different forms of proof of the land claims as possible. There are three basic ways to create this proof: [1:  This resource is adapted with permission from Namati, Community Land Protection Facilitators Guide 175-84 (2017).] 

· MOUs 
· MOUs are useful as proof between communities and individuals of what they agreed upon during the boundary harmonization process. 
· If any community member disrespects an agreed boundary, an MOU can be used as proof of the boundary agreements. 
· MOUs can also help provide proof of a community’s or individual’s land claims to courts and other outsiders.
· Physical Markers on the Land 
· Physical proof on the land is necessary to show all community members and neighbors where the agreed limits of a community’s lands fall (so that they can respect the boundaries). 
· Physical markers are also useful to illustrate community limits to outsiders or as a type of landscape-based evidence to show to courts and other government agencies.
· Formal Technical Measurements of Boundaries 
· GPS coordinates and surveys provide specific, technical, digital proof that many government cadasters require in order to formally register community land. 
· They are the strongest form of community and individual land documentation, as they include exact coordinates of boundaries and are most useful for demonstrating to external actors where a community’s lands begin and end.
Facilitate Signing an MOU 
MOUs should include:
· A list of the parties to the MOU (usually the communities’ names).
· The purpose, terms and conditions of the MOU. 
· For example, a community may choose to write: “This MOU is to make clear for all future generations where the boundary is between X Community and Y Community, and to provide proof that we agreed with one another about this decision, so that there will be no future challenges to this boundary.” 
· A list of the boundaries that are agreed to in the MOU. 
· For example, a community may choose to write: “This boundary is the northern boundary of Community X, and the southern boundary of Community Y.” 
· Descriptions of the agreed boundaries. 
· Boundaries should be described with reference to nearby towns or other markers. 
· For example, a community may choose to write: “The boundary is marked by X River” or “the boundary is marked by ten soap trees planted today as proof.”
· Drawings, maps and/or photographs of the agreed boundaries. 
· Written agreements about any land and natural resource use and access rights, including rights of way and seasonal users’ rights.
· Names and signatures of the people who will sign on behalf of each community.
· Names and signatures of those who will sign as witnesses on behalf of each community.
· Signatures of local government officials or other authorities who will attest to the MOU.




	
Sample Memorandum of Understanding 
	
between

The community of ______________________________

and

The community of ________________________________

Signed on ________________.


WHEREAS we, residents of (name of county/district/region) and the (name of country) seek to secure our existing land rights by documenting our customary land claims; and

WHEREAS we believe that land- and natural resources-related conflict or insecurity will hinder our community development, interfere with our livelihoods and family survival, and impede the full prospering of our local communities; and

WHEREAS we seek to avoid future land- and natural resources-related conflicts and to clarify all community boundaries so as to be able to independently seek documentation of our respective community lands, and

WHEREAS Our local leaders including ______________________ have endorsed these efforts and expressed support for our actions;

NOW, THEREFORE we together agree to clearly and finally establish the boundaries between our communities, and to desist from any further boundary conflicts concerning this area. To this end, we hereby declare:

1. This MOU is documenting the boundary between __________________________________ community, and _______________________________community.

2. The boundary is described by the following evidence and markers: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





3. A map of the boundaries (sketch map below or attach a copy of the community map):












4. These boundaries will be permanent and undisputed. Should a boundary disagreement arise, this signed and witnessed agreement will be referenced to resolve the dispute. The communities signing this agreement pledge to peacefully and quickly settle all boundary disputes related to this agreement, using mediation and other non-violent methods of dispute resolution.

5. This MOU makes clear for all future generations where the boundary is between _______________ community and ______________community. It provides proof that we have agreed with one another about this decision, so that there will be no future challenges to this boundary.

6. Should an individual family or member of one of the communities plant crops or build buildings across the agreed boundary, the community that such individual or family belongs to will be responsible for condemning this action and taking measures to re-establish the boundaries as agreed today.

7. The communities that are signatories to this agreement will use these boundaries when applying for legal documentation of their land rights. Furthermore, if and when either community applies for its lands to be surveyed, these boundaries will be the ones recorded and measured. 

8. The parties have agreed that copies of this MOU shall be deposited with all relevant government agencies and officials, including: __________________________________________________.

9. This boundary agreement was witnessed and signed by the following leaders, government officials, and community members on this day of _________________________ :






	Name

	Title and Community Affiliation
	Signature

	1. 
	
	


	2. 
	
	


	3. 
	
	


	4. 
	
	


	5. 
	
	


	6. 
	
	


	7. 
	
	


	8. 
	
	


	9. 
	
	


	10. 
	
	


	11. 
	
	


	12. 
	
	


	13.   

	
	

	14.   

	
	

	15.   

	
	









* Feel free to add as many signatures of witnesses as the community feels is necessary.
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