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Technical Guidance for  
Integrating Land Tenure into  
Nationally Determined Contributions 
This resource offers technical guidance to governments and their counterparts on integrating 
land tenure into Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and their implementation. 

 

Key messages:  
Land tenure drives effective and efficient climate action. 
Integrating secure, gender-equitable, and inclusive land tenure into the NDCs and 
their implementation provides a cost-effective strategy that boosts climate 
mitigation and adaptation, mitigates risks like conflict and displacement, and 
advances social, economic, and environmental benefits. 

 
Land tenure offers an opportunity to strengthen NDCs and their 
implementation.  
Given that countries rely on land-based actions to meet their climate goals, 
strengthening gender-equitable and inclusive land tenure acts as a force multiplier 
and presents a crucial opportunity to advance climate action. 

 
Land tenure integration is possible and guidance is available.  
This resource outlines a suggested process, helpful resources, and template 
language to consider for revising and implementing NDCs, thereby providing a 
pathway for leveraging the power of land tenure to advance human security and 
climate change solutions such as sustainable land-based investments, nature-
based solutions, and renewable energy. 
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The case for land tenure in the NDCs 
Land tenurei underpins socio-economic relations surrounding natural resource use, drives 
decisions around land use, and can cultivate pathways to empowerment, dignity, and 
opportunity.1 By integrating and strengthening gender-equitable and inclusive land tenure 
security in the context of the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), countries can: 
 
 Advance cost-effective climate change mitigation. Recognizing and protecting land 

rights, especially for Indigenous Peoples and local communities, creates an enabling 
environment and incentives that can lead to sustainable land management and reduced 
deforestation and forest degradation, given the knowledge, connections, and role of these 
groups as effective stewards of the land.2,3,4,5 Securing land and territorial rights has been 
shown to be one of the most cost-effective ways of mitigating climate change and achieving 
conservation benefits.6,7,8 When people have more secure tenure and land rights, they are 
more likely to make long-term investments in their land and natural resources, which can 
enhance carbon storage through practices such as regenerative agriculture, extended 
rotation forestry, conservation, restoration, carbon offset projects, and other nature-based 
solutions.9,10,11 Land tenure also enables and can be a core component of investments in 
conditional incentive-based schemes such as payments for ecosystem services.12 
Embedding land tenure further offers an opportunity for ensuring a just transition to 
renewable energy.13 
 

 Enable pathways toward climate change adaptation and investment. Climate change-
exacerbated disasters can disproportionately affect populations that are land insecure.14  
Secure land tenure can help reduce vulnerabilities by encouraging long-term land, 
community, and housing investments that promote adaptation.15 Tenure secure individuals 
and communities experience increased access to financial resources such as loans and 
grants and are more likely to establish agroforestry systems, plant windbreaks, upgrade their 
homes and local infrastructure, and manage natural resources in ways that increase their 
resilience to flooding, droughts, and extreme weather.16 These nature-based solutions are 
cost-effective ways to address risks and curb damage.17 Securing land tenure can also 
uphold the power and knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities to 
implement climate-smart agriculture and ecosystem restoration. Strengthening tenure 
security is a significant factor contributing to the adoption of soil and water conservation 
measures in croplands, which can lead to enhanced productivity and income, enabling rural 
communities to be better equipped to navigate the impacts of climate change.18 Secure land 
tenure can also contribute to disaster risk management and access to insurance and climate 
finance.19,20 

  

 
i Land tenure refers to the relationship between people and natural resources (and can be legally or customarily defined; can be 

individual or collective; and can involve the use, control, or transfer of land, as well as responsibilities and restraints). Land tenure 
systems determine who can use what resources for how long, and under what conditions. Land rights refer to the specific 
allocation or recognized claims of rights to land. Land rights are the entitlements to land, whereas land tenure is the framework that 
grants and regulates those entitlements. (FAO, 2002) 

https://www.fao.org/4/y4307e/y4307e05.htm#bm05.1
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 Guard against risks such as displacement and conflict, advance gender equity and 
social inclusion, and enhance environmental and economic outcomes. Insecure land 
tenure can make people and land susceptible to displacement and exploitation.21 If the land 
tenure context is ignored, NDCs’ mitigation interventions, such as renewable 
energy or carbon offset initiatives, can lead to harmful land acquisition and evictions or 
displacements that  heighten conflict, and pose a threat to the long-term viability of such 
initiatives.22,23 By elevating the role of land tenure in the NDCs, countries can mitigate these 
risks, create an enabling environment for responsible investments, and provide a pathway 
for more gender-equitable and inclusive environmental governance processes. In turn, 
equitable land tenure and governance can enhance climate action outcomes and related 
ambitions such as land degradation neutrality24—and can work to sustain gender-inclusive 
peace and human security.25 
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Status of land tenure in NDCs 
Landesa’s review of 170 NDCs from June-August of 
2025 revealed: 

• While most countries rely heavily on land to 
meet their climate targets (such as achieving 
nature-based mitigation, sustainable 
agriculture emission reductions, or renewable 
energy expansion), there is a gap for many in 
formally recognizing and safeguarding the 
land rights of the people who depend on that 
land. If the land tenure context is not 
considered, climate interventions may pose 
risks such as limited local buy-in impacting 
the effectiveness of land-based climate 
solutions, displacement, and conflict. Closing 
this gap represents an opportunity to 
leverage secure land tenure as a solution for 
climate action. 

• Women’s land rights tend not to be 
meaningfully or explicitly integrated into the 
NDCs, thereby missing an opportunity to 
address gender inequality and inclusive 
climate action. 

• A lack of secure tenure and a lack of 
safeguards such as Free, Prior, and Informed 
Consent (FPIC) or grievance mechanisms 
associated with land-based climate 
interventions (such as renewable energy or carbon markets) pose significant risk to 
climate mitigation and people’s wellbeing. 

• Land tenure mentions in NDCs often frame the discussion around vulnerabilities and 
drivers of degradation, rather than framing tenure as a key part of a solution. 

• There tends to be stronger integration of land tenure considerations by countries from 
Non-Annex I countries in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

• Where NDCs do recognize land rights, few include indicators to track progress on land 
tenure security protections or the role of tenure security in advancing climate action. 

  
  

Quantitative NDC results 

 
<28% mention  

land tenure 

 
<13% commit to 

strengthening tenure 

 
<12% mention gender-

equitable land rights 

 
<1% include indicators 
related to land tenure 

 
Only 10% of NDCs with land-based goals 

have tenure safeguards, despite 160 NDCs 
having nature-based mitigation or carbon 

market goals and all 170 NDCs having 
renewable energy expansion goals 

 

https://unfccc.int/process/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties-convention-and-observer-states?field_national_communications_target_id%5B514%5D=514&field_parties_date_of_ratifi_value=All&field_parties_date_of_signature_value=All&field_parties_date_of_ratifi_value_1=All&field_parties_date_of_signature_value_1=All&combine=
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How to build land tenure into an NDC and 
its implementation 

Guidance for NDC drafters 
Process-related recommendations: 
Incorporate public participation into NDC drafting. Collaborate with diverse stakeholders, 
including Indigenous Peoples, women, and youth, to ensure that updated NDC commitments, 
including any related to land tenure, reflect the realities of climate change. 
 
Review the existing NDC to determine if land tenure considerations are already built in. 
Review for language on land use planning, land administration, and nature-based mitigation 
efforts to determine if these activities include an obligation to strengthen tenure or offer tenure-
related safeguards for land stewards. It is important to consider efforts related to renewable 
energy expansion, carbon offsets, Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation (REDD+), Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Uses (AFOLU) sector 
commitments. Such climate interventions without an explicit attention to tenure and related land 
rights, can undermine ecosystem stewardship, reduce incentives for conservation, contribute to 
emissions, and violate people’s rights. 
 
Review existing technical guides and resources that outline internationally recognized 
standards for land tenure and rights applicable to NDCs and other frameworks. Assess 
the NDC’s alignment and incorporation of the standards. See Appendix A. 
 
Elements to consider for integration: 
Strengthen laws governing land tenure and the laws’ on-the-ground implementation. 
Analyze the policy, legal, and regulatory frameworks (such as land policies, land registration, 
and family law) that determine ownership, use, and decision-making rights to land and related 
resources, as well as how those rights are governed and managed. Identify implementation 
gaps and regions of insecure tenure that may create unnecessary costs and jeopardize climate 
mitigation and adaptation efforts. Recognize that implementation gaps may also result from 
social norms that limit people's ability to exercise legal rights. 
 
Recognize and enforce land tenure rights of local communities. Support legal recognition 
of Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ land rights, whether individual or community-
based tenure arrangements, including formalizing customary land holdings to ensure that key 
environmental stewards, such as Indigenous Peoples, have secure rights to their land. Update 
land registries where registration and adjudication of tenure rights have already occurred and 
digitize updated land records to create positive incentives for landowners to invest in mitigation 
and adaptation measures. 
 
Include tangible commitments and indictors regarding land tenure in the NDC. Select from 
template language included in this brief to increase accountability and efficacy of land tenure 
interventions to increase community investments in climate action. Ensure that the NDC data 
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management plan explores options for integrating global Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
indicators related to land governance into the NDC reporting process to streamline reporting 
and reduce duplicative reporting streams. Establish technical protocols for data sharing that 
incorporate global SDG indicators (such as land tenure security indicators) into national data 
platforms. The process may include standardizing data formats, cross-referencing SDGs and 
NDC indicators, and developing databases accessible across ministries (e.g., environment, 
land, and planning departments). 
 

Guidance for NDC implementers 
Empower rural populations with the governance and management rights they need to 
best steward their land and resources. 

• Advance participatory sustainable land use planning processes as a component of the 
land rights formalization process. Harmonize land use planning at the national, regional, 
and community levels (with relevant government institutions) so that local people and 
customary land-owning communities are well equipped to identify and sustainably 
manage resources important for achieving climate goals. 

• Uphold and strengthen existing tenure and governance arrangements for Indigenous 
and local community-based resource management—such as community forestry, 
community protected areas, and community fisheries—which can significantly contribute 
to mitigating climate change and serve as effective mechanisms for implementing 
adaptive measures. 

 
Consider the full scope of applicable national policy and legal frameworks to strengthen 
NDC implementation. 

• Integrate climate mitigation and adaptation considerations into land-based investment 
decision-making processes (e.g., climate risk and impact assessments) to reduce risks.26 

• Incorporate land tenure considerations in renewable energy and carbon market programs, 
standards, national planning processes, policies, and regulatory frameworks concerning 
renewable energy and carbon markets to reduce risk and increase profitability. Establish 
protections for land and resource rights, as well as other considerations linked to land and 
carbon reduction (e.g., compatibility with human, land, and resource rights, and gender 
equity in those rights; respect for Indigenous self-determination and the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities; and inclusion and equity in benefit sharing). 
Steps entail: i) identifying all stakeholders affected and ensuring their full and meaningful 
participation and consent; ii) recognizing and respecting customary and statutory rights; iii) 
obtaining and maintaining FPIC, and the establishment of grievance mechanisms; iv) 
assessing and monitoring direct and indirect costs, benefits, and risks; and v) identifying 
and maintaining High Conservation Value areas. 

• Gather data to guide future policy and assess the impact of improved land tenure 
security on investments in climate action and NDC targets. Data should represent the 
experiences, conditions, and impacts for women, men, Indigenous Peoples, and 
marginalized groups. 
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Ensure equitable tenure processes and outcomes to minimize conflict and displacement. 
• Protect against violations of human rights, and particularly against discrimination based 

on gender or negative impacts on women’s rights or the rights of other marginalized 
groups. 

• Avoid or, if not possible, minimize involuntary resettlement (e.g., by changing project 
designs) and—when vital for a public purpose—ensure involuntary resettlement is 
undertaken in accordance with principles set out in guidance including the IFC 
Performance Standards (see Performance Standard 5 and the accompanying Good 
Practice Handbook). 

• Regarding territorial rights, respect cultural sites, enforce Indigenous Peoples’ right to 
FPIC, and recognize formal and customary land tenure and resource rights. 

• Recognize that equality between individuals may require acknowledging differences 
between individuals and taking positive action to promote equitable tenure rights and 
access to land, fisheries, and forests for all women, men, youth, and vulnerable and 
traditionally marginalized people within the national context. 

 

  

https://www.ifc.org/en/insights-reports/2012/ifc-performance-standard-5
https://www.ifc.org/en/insights-reports/2023/handbook-land-acquisition-and-involuntary-resettlement
https://www.ifc.org/en/insights-reports/2023/handbook-land-acquisition-and-involuntary-resettlement
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Template language and indicators for 
including land tenure in NDCs 

Targets and Commitments 
Setting time-bound and measurable goals enhances clarity and commitment. Targets such as 
these could appear in the “mitigation” or “adaptation” sections of an NDC and reflect what the 
government aims to achieve. 

• “Strengthen tenure security and the recognition of land rights for all legitimate land 
users, including women, Indigenous Peoples, and local communities, as a foundation for 
climate resilience and low-emissions development.” 

• “Integrate gender-responsive land tenure reforms and inclusive governance into 
adaptation and mitigation strategies, ensuring at least 50% women’s participation in 
decision-making bodies related to land use and climate action.” 

• “Recognize and protect Indigenous and community land and resource rights as a climate 
solution, particularly in forests, wetlands, peatlands, rangelands, and coastal 
ecosystems.” 

• “Expand legal recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ customary 
tenure systems as a mitigation and adaptation strategy.” 
 

Policy Actions 
The policy actions listed below can help countries identify and define entry points for tenure-
based implementation. These types of actions may appear in the “measures,” “implementation,” 
or “enabling environment” sections of an NDC. 
  
Legal and Institutional Reform 

• Finalize (or develop or update) and implement national land policies that recognize and 
protect land rights, including where appropriate, customary, collective, and community 
tenure systems. 

• Align land policies with climate goals by integrating tenure security into National 
Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and land use strategies. 

• Strengthen land administration institutions and processes, including by creating more 
accessible and accountable land registries and cadasters, and providing attention to 
communal, Indigenous, and women’s land rights, as appropriate. 

• Strengthen national Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) laws to 
include robust assessments of land tenure conditions. 

  
Safeguards and Governance in Climate Action 

• Apply FPIC and gender-equitable and inclusive benefit-sharing mechanisms to all 
carbon market and renewable energy projects that may affect Indigenous Peoples—and 
extend best practices around informed consultation and participation to local 
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communities to safeguard land rights, avoid conflict, and promote effective climate 
action. 

• Conduct land tenure risk assessments for land-based mitigation and adaptation 
programs (e.g., REDD+, renewable energy siting, and reforestation). 

• Ensure land-related climate actions are governed in an inclusive, participatory manner 
that meaningfully involves marginalized groups. 

 
Tenure-Responsive Climate Action 

• Integrate activities to secure land tenure into climate resilience programs such as 
sustainable agriculture, agroecology, and ecosystem restoration (e.g., strengthening 
local and community governance, participatory mapping and land registration, and land 
use planning in the context of wetland restoration and management).27 

• Promote community-based natural resource management for forests, wetlands, 
rangelands, peatlands, and coastal zones. 

• Recognize and support land tenure as an enabling condition for nature-based solutions, 
including through community co-management of protected areas. 

• Integrate climate vulnerability assessments into land use planning. 
• Identify and secure designated areas for climate-resilient relocation or land banking to 

support climate-displaced communities. 
• Recognize that tenure-responsive climate action can mitigate potential conflict and 

address historical inequalities in land access. 
 
Tenure Security Indicators 
Indicators should be detailed in the “monitoring, evaluation, and reporting” section of an NDC. 
 
Proportion of women and men with documented rights to land (%) 

• Proportion (%) of total adult population with secure tenure rights to land, a) with legally 
recognized documentation, and b) who perceive their rights to land as secure, by sex 
and type of tenure (SDG Indicator 1.4.2: Secure tenure rights to land) 

• Proportion (%) of rural women and men that indicate they have informal or formal 
documentation proving their rights to the land (LANDex Indicator 1B;ii based on 
Prindex)iii 

 
Proportion of women and men perceive their tenure rights as secure (%) 

• Proportion (%) of rural women and men that indicate they perceive their tenure rights to 
be secure (LANDex Indicator 1C; based on Prindex) 

 
ii Global Land Governance Index (LANDex) is a global land governance index that aims to put people at the center of land data, 

democratizing land monitoring and building a data ecosystem that better captures the complex experience of land governance from 
diverse perspectives. It was developed in consultation with members and strategic partners of the International Land Coalition 
(ILC) and its standardized LANDex indicators allow members to generate globally comparable data and contribute to the 
monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure 
(VGGTs), among others. 

iii Prindex (which stands for the Global Property Rights Index) is a collaborative initiative between the Global Land Alliance and ODI, 
and tracks indicators of citizens' perception of the security of property rights. 

https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals-data-portal/data/indicators/142-secure-tenure-rights-to-land/en
https://www.landexglobal.org/en/prindex/
https://www.prindex.net/
https://www.landexglobal.org/en/prindex/
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• Proportion (%) of rural women and men living on community land who perceive their 
tenure rights to be secure (LANDex Indicator 3C; based on Prindex) 

• Proportion (%) of rural women who perceive their tenure rights to be secure (LANDex 
Indicator 4C; based on Prindex) 

 
Gender balance in ownership of agricultural land (%) 

• Percentage (%) of people with ownership or secure rights over agricultural land (out of 
total agricultural population), by sex (SDG Indicator 5a.1 - Women’s ownership of 
agricultural land (a)) 

• Percentage (%) of women among owners or rights-bearers of agricultural land, by type 
of tenure (SDG Indicator 5a.1 - Women’s ownership of agricultural land (b)) 

 
Legal framework(s) guaranteeing women’s equal rights to land ownership and/or control (# of 
frameworks in place) 

• Legal framework (including customary law) which guarantees women’s equal rights to 
land ownership and/or control. (SDG Indicator 5.a.2; Please note this SDG Indicator 
measures the proportion of countries globally where such legal frameworks exist; at an 
individual country level, having such a legal framework (or frameworks) in place could be 
considered a relevant indicator to aspire to). 

 
NDC drafters and implementers may also consider: 

• Tracking sex-disaggregated data on land rights, particularly in the context of climate 
change interventions being mobilized by NDCs. 

• Assessing tenure arrangements in high-priority ecosystems or lands being affected by 
climate interventions to inform tenure-sensitive climate interventions. 

• Showcasing a pledge to ensure gender-equitable and inclusive governance or 
participation when it comes to NDC implementation. 

• Establishing indicators that track the application of FPIC to safeguard the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples along with similar best practice safeguards for local communities, 
such as ensuring informed consultation and participation, thereby strengthening the 
underlying conditions for achieving desired climate action. 

• Acknowledging and leveraging connections to the other Rio Conventions: 
o United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)commitments to 

aligning its monitoring framework with the SDGs 
o UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework Target #22: “ensure participation in decision-making and 
access to justice and information related to biodiversity for all” 

 

 

 

https://www.landexglobal.org/en/prindex/
https://www.landexglobal.org/en/prindex/
https://www.landexglobal.org/en/prindex/
https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals-data-portal/data/indicators/5a1-women-ownership-of-agricultural-land/en#:%7E:text=Indicator%205.,a.
https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals-data-portal/data/indicators/5a1-women-ownership-of-agricultural-land/en#:%7E:text=Indicator%205.,a.
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-05-0a-02.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/publications/2016/10/free-prior-and-informed-consent-an-indigenous-peoples-right-and-a-good-practice-for-local-communities-fao/
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Appendix A: Additional resources on land tenure 
Technical guides and resources on land tenure 
• The Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries, and Forests 

in the Context of National Food Security (FAO, 2012, rev. 2022) 
• Technical guide on the integration of the voluntary guidelines on the responsible governance of tenure 

of land, fisheries and forests (FAO & UNCCD, 2022) 
• IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land (IPCC, 2019) 
• Governing Land for Women and Men: A technical guide to support the achievement of responsible 

gender-equitable governance of land tenure (FAO, 2013) 
• Advancing Gender-Responsive Synergies across the Rio Conventions (UN Women, 2024) 
• Land tenure and climate vulnerability: a world in which everyone enjoys secure land rights (UN 

Habitat, 2019) 
 

UNFCCC highlights on women’s, local communities’, and Indigenous Peoples’ land rights 
• COP 23, Establishment of Gender Action Plan: “Noting that gender-responsive climate policy 

continues to require further strengthening in all activities concerning adaptation, mitigation and related 
means of implementation […]as well as decision-making on the implementation of climate policies…” 

• COP 26, Decision 20: Gender and climate change: “Recognizing that the full, meaningful and equal 
participation and leadership of women in all aspects of the UNFCCC process and in national- and 
local-level climate policy and action is vital for achieving long-term climate goals and inviting Parties 
to engage youth and Indigenous Peoples in climate action…” 

• COP 26, Decision: 16, Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform: “Acknowledging that 
Parties should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their 
respective obligations on human rights, […]as well as gender equality, empowerment of women and 
intergenerational equity…” 

  
UN resources on inclusive land tenure and climate action 
• United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP): “the urgent need to 

respect and promote the inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples which derive from their political, 
economic, and social structures, and from their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories, and 
philosophies, especially their right to their lands, territories, and resources.” 

• United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas 
(UNDROP): This framework builds on the UNDRIP and other human rights frameworks related to 
land and includes numerous references to tenure. 

• Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), General 
Recommendations No. 34: This Convention addresses the rights of rural women (para. 56); gender-
related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in a changing climate (para. 37); and the rights of 
Indigenous women and girls para. 39). 

• CEDAW General Recommendation No. 37: This Convention addresses discrimination in relation to 
women’s access and rights to natural resources in the context of gender-related dimensions of 
disaster risk reduction in a changing climate (para. 31(a)). 

• SDG 1.4, SDG 5.a, and SDG 13 promote inclusive tenure security and climate resilience and 
adaptive capacity. 

• The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework Target 22 recognizes the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities, including their land tenure, as critical to equitable and effective 
biodiversity conservation—a goal shared with nature-based climate solutions.  

https://openknowledge.fao.org/bitstreams/4e08d38d-b1f5-4c74-8478-7cbd61a1e90a/download
https://openknowledge.fao.org/bitstreams/4e08d38d-b1f5-4c74-8478-7cbd61a1e90a/download
https://www.unccd.int/resources/publications/technical-guide-integration-voluntary-guidelines-responsible-governance
https://www.unccd.int/resources/publications/technical-guide-integration-voluntary-guidelines-responsible-governance
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.fao.org/4/i3114e/i3114e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/4/i3114e/i3114e.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/advancing-gender-responsive-synergies-across-the-rio-conventions-en.pdf
https://landesa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/coreyc_landesa_org/Documents/Documents/%E2%80%A2%09https:/unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-06/un-habitat-gltn-land-and-climate-vulnerability-19-00693-web.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2017/sbi/eng/l29.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_13%20gender_and_climate_change.pdf
https://unfccc.int/documents/460955
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/835897?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/835897?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/835897?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/835897?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/835897?ln=en&v=pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/CEDAW/C/GC/37
https://unric.org/en/sdg-1/
https://unric.org/en/sdg-5/
https://unric.org/en/sdg-13/
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets/22
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Appendix B: Examples of land tenure integration from existing NDCs 
The following tables cover entry points for land tenure integration. For each, notable language 
from existing NDCs offers examples of integrating tenure. 
 
Table 1: Tenure Security and Land Rights Recognition: commitments to formalize or protect 
land tenure, including for women, Indigenous Peoples, and other vulnerable groups. 

Country  Notable Language  
Brazil  “incorporation of federal assets, using geotechnologies to promote land-title regularization, reduce 

and combat deforestation and protect territories of public and strategic interest to the country”  
“support for consolidating the management of conservation units and implementing the National 
Policy for Territorial and Environmental Management of Indigenous Lands (PNGATI)...supported 
196 conservation units and 101 indigenous lands...strengthened the management of 52 million 
hectares” 

Nepal  “Ensure land use changes are sustainable, and land ownership and rights are strengthened.” 

 
Table 2: Safeguards in Carbon Markets/REDD+ and Renewable Energy: Mentions of Free, 
Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC), benefit-sharing, or governance safeguards related to 
carbon trading, REDD+, and Renewable Energy. 

Country  Notable Language  
Guyana  “Indigenous people own and manage some 14% of Guyana’s lands...Guyana will strengthen its 

support for indigenous communities as they continue the stewardship of their lands...Indigenous 
peoples themselves, through the full application of the FPIC process...will decide whether or not to 
include their titled lands as part of Guyana’s REDD+ programme.” 

Liberia  "Establish the prerequisite conditions and regulations to enable a REDD+ nesting framework by 
2030, including (i) improve national systems to increase land tenure security by 2025 and (ii) 
clearly define carbon rights for relevant stakeholders in Liberia by 2030, (iii) Through the Liberia 
Land Authority, establish a defined land-use matrix for reporting purposes by 2030.” 

  
Table 3: Land Use Planning and Governance: Development or revision of land use policies, 
zoning, or integrated planning that may affect tenure. 

Country  Notable Language  
Vanuatu  “Vanuatu commits to prioritising development actions that minimise threats and incorporates 

climate solutions from the ‘ridge to the reef’ of island communities (National CCDRR Policy 7.4.5), 
by strengthening local authorities and municipal planning authorities to enact and enforce land use 
planning laws and regulations (NEPIP PO2.2).” 

Brazil  “accelerate territorial and land-use planning to incorporate, digitize, update and facilitate access to 
the inventory of public and private lands...guarantee the protection of specially protected territorial 
spaces, including conservation units and Indigenous lands” 

  
Table 4: Gender Equity and Social Inclusion in Land Governance: Statements linking 
gender equality or social inclusion to land and resource rights. 

Country  Notable Language  
Nepal  “By 2035, at least 60% of Nepal's forests will be under community-based management, ensuring 

50% women representation and proportional representation of Dalits and Indigenous People in 
key posts. Fair and equitable benefits from sustainable forest management, watershed 
management, and biodiversity conservation will be ensured for Local Communities, women, and 
Indigenous People.” 

Moldova  “The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry could promote inclusive strategies by addressing 
barriers women face in accessing resources like training, credit, and land ownership.” 
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