
A girl is as valued as a 
boy at birth and 
throughout childhood; 
she is seen as an 
equal heir to family 
assets, including land

A young woman grows up 
with the skills and agency 
to position her for a life of 
opportunity, whether on 
or o� the farm

A married woman is 
an equal partner; land 
gives her options to 
leave or dissolve a 
bad marriage

A widow holds and 
retains land rights, self 
respect, and agency

Older women age 
in safety and with 
dignity; land rights 
give them leverage 
and options

Newborn girls 
are unwelcome 

and excluded 
as heirs to land 

and legacy

Girls grow up 
unwanted, raised 

without belonging 
or equal 

inheritance rights

A woman has equal rights to 
land; her labor is valued and 
recognizes as farm work; she 
has a voice in decision-making 
in her home and community

Women are not recognized as 
farmers, decision-makers, or 

leaders; their labor is 
overlooked or diminished 

Women do not have 
equal voice in their 

marital families; 
women’s vulnerability 

increases with the 
dissolution of marriage

In older age and 
widowhood, 

women are more 
vulnerable to 

poverty, desertion, 
property grabbing 

and violence
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Land rights are lifelong protections that build security, 
agency, and dignity across a woman’s lifecycle

LAND SHAPES HER LIFE

Child marriage


